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The next generation of  
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Over the past two years, the world has experi-
enced limitations in trade flow, delaying orders 
such as computers, kitchens appliances, cars etc. 
The disruptions and weaknesses in supply chains, 
which became clear during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, continue to affect global economies and 
daily life worldwide, underlining the relevance of 
increased academic focus within the field. The rel-
evance of identifying and mitigating supply chain 
risks has never been more applicable. Therefore, 
the need for a future workforce trained in the 
competencies to build stronger and more resilient 
operations, both within the supply chain and lo-
gistics, has greatly increased.

The tri-continental programme GLOBAL Supply Chain & Logistics Man-
agement (GLOBAL SCLM) between Copenhagen Business School (CBS), 
the University of British Columbia - Sauder School of Business, and the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong-Shenzhen campus aims to contribute to 
the demand for supply chain professionals. Since its foundation in 2016, 
each university annually selects 15 talented students, creating a global 
cohort of 45 ambitious students from three continents. The collaboration 
fosters an environment with a steep-learning curve and multicultural per-
spective regarding operational, logistical, and supply chain related issues.

The programme covers courses such as Supply Chain Risk Manage-
ment, Managing Innovation in China, Data Visualization and Business 

Analytics, and Current and Regional Issues in Supply Chain and Logistics 
Management taught by renowned professors providing crucial insights 
to the enormous difficulties that global trade faces. While spending the 
semester at each university, the students encounter operational activities 
within the region. For example, while attending the first semester of the 
programme at CBS, the cohort visited Kühne Logistics University in Ham-
burg where valuable knowledge was gained on operations within North-
ern Europe’s largest port.

MANDATORY COURSES 

The table shows the mandatory courses of the GLOBAL SCLM programme, 
though the students also have 2-3 electives at each semester. 
 

Study trip to Hamburg 
Nothing better reflects the internationality of the GLOBAL SCLM pro-
gramme than the study trip to Hamburg. Here the cohort was introduced 
to industry professionals and the iconic port infrastructure of Hamburg. 
The study trip featured lectures from professors Hanno Friedrich and 
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Michele Acciaro, as well as Hamburger Hafen und Logistik AG’s Maxim 
Neiser. They discussed port management, container terminal operation 
and future trends in these areas. 

Co-organized by KLU and Technische Universität Hamburg, a multi-role 
acting business game that simulates the import and export process con-
solidated students’ understanding of international logistics. From freight 
forwarder to terminal management and warehousing, the gamification fa-
cilitated learning the function of each role in logistics and led to reflection 
on how the process could be optimized based on certain KPIs. 

Another conducive experience was the visit to Airbus in Hamburg, where 
the cohort witnessed the integration of a production process and its 
supporting supply chain. Entrepreneurship and start-ups in the logistics 
industry was in focus the last day of the trip. The cohort was honored 
to hear a panel discussion given by experts and entrepreneurs from Ha-
pag-Lloyd, Kuehne+Nagel, VTG, and InstaFreight, about the trend of 
digitalization, ocean freight market, and European in-land transportation 
market have developed.

BATCH VI

The batch VI cohort at Kuehne Logistics University in Hamburg.

Students and Companies Linking 
Another part of the GLOBAL SCLM programme is a Meet and Greet 
event, which was held on the 25th of November 2021 at CBS. It was 
facilitated through the network of Professor Britta Gammelgaard, the 
academic lead of the programme at CBS. The goal of the event was to 
connect the GLOBAL SCLM students with the visiting companies count-
ing among AP Møller - Maersk, Saveggy, Hello Fresh and Chr. Olesen 
as well as to present hot supply chain & logistics management topics in 
Greater Copenhagen. The event was launched by a company introduction 
to Saveggy, a start-up developing a substitute for plastic as packaging 
material for vegetables, presented by entrepreneur Dr. Vahid Sohrab-
pour. After a well-received presentation, the students and the visiting 
companies had the chance to meet and converse, enabling for potential 
new connections between the students and the pertinent companies to 
be made. Hello Fresh concluded the event with a compelling presenta-
tion about sustainable supply chains in food deliveries by Katelijne Berx, 
Nordic Packaging Category Management and Sustainability Lead. The 
guiding principle of the company is that by offering pre-portioned meal 
plans and delivering only the exact ingredients needed, food waste in 
households is reduced. 

Meet & Greet conversation

Representing AP Møller - Maersk, Henrik Bruun-Pedersen, Head of 
IT Technology Procurement, and Niels Derouin, Student Assistant, at-
tended the event with expectations to potentially source new talent and 
strengthen their links to CBS. With a general shortage of people with 
relevant academia, Maersk found them in a general paucity of qualified 
applicants. In addition, Bruun-Pedersen expressed the following, “The 
ability to retain and to keep people is crucial”, indicating that the industry 
lacks adequate academic backgrounds to replace leaving employees. As 
GLOBAL SCLM is one of few sources of education within supply chain 
and logistics, it provides the industry with a number of highly demand-
ed and skilled people. Therefore, GLOBAL SCLM programme may be 
perceived as the infusion between the aspiring students and the surging 
demand for specialized supply chain professionals.

Our View on Sustainability & Entrepreneurship 
Innovation and entrepreneurship within supply chain management are 
among the topics that are covered extensively in the programme.

The programme goes into depth about the digital transformation and the 
opportunities it presents. The move towards big data-driven forecasting 
has an incremental impact on supply chain risk management and allows 
for otherwise overlooked trends to be identified and addressed. Expe-
riencing the vastly automated container handling and electricity driven 
AGVs in the CTA terminal in Hamburg was an eye-opening experience. 
It beautifully displayed how innovation can foster greater efficiency and 
push the green agenda in ports. During the exchange to CUHK-Shen-
zhen, the programme offers a course on innovation in China to further 
students’ understanding of how innovation is changing supply chain man-
agement today.

Both in lectures and as a part of networking with companies, entrepre-
neurship and start-ups are discussed. New platforms and IT-services 
seeking to both disrupt and sustain are being provided by logistics start-
ups - all this in an industry where start-ups are receiving increasing 
amounts of funding, especially in China. The formation of innovative 
start-ups is also supported by incubator organisations in logistics clusters 
such as PortTechLA in the port of Los Angeles. During the Hamburg 
study trip, we had the great pleasure of hearing Thorsten Reichel from 
Instafreight share his insights from establishing a start-up focused on dig-
itized logistics services. For certain, GLOBAL SCLM will encourage partic-
ipating students to address current and future issues in innovative ways. 

Today, as students enter the industry, sustainability is one of the most 
important challenges to be tackled within supply chains. Furthermore, 
sustainability related to our natural environment has become increasingly 
relevant to businesses, governments, and society. Businesses today must 
contribute to positive environmental change both to limit global warming 
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and to maintain competitiveness. As a result, students must be taught 
the best methods to drive this change as we enter the workforce. GLOB-
AL SCLM prioritizes sustainability by designing our programme specific 
classes with lessons and cases specifically related to this topic.

 
Sustainability Lead of Hello Fresh in the Nordics, Katelijne Berx, explains 
the company’s approach to sustainable food chains.

In addition to this year’s Meet and Greet event with sustainable food sup-
ply chains on the agenda, we completed a course titled Supply Chain Risk 
Management this past semester. One section of the course was taught 
by Associate Professor Dr. Andreas Wieland, it focused specifically on 
sustainability in supply chains. Wieland writes in his article Dancing the 
Supply Chain that “In fact, it is neither possible nor desirable to interpret 
the supply chain as an isolated system that can be separated from its 
environment”. This sentiment was at the very core of our three consecu-
tive classes in Supply Chain Risk Management concerning sustainability. 
Wieland lectured about the dangers surrounding the rapidly warming 
climate and introduced us to the data that supports those findings. He 
also showed us how the global supply chain is currently contributing to 
some of the largest problems in sustainability: loss of biodiversity and 
CO2 emissions.

GLOBAL SCLM has addressed the seriousness of these environmental 
problems by giving students the opportunity to study how these issues 
relate to supply chains, and to explore the body of academic research 
surrounding sustainability in supply chains. The entrepreneurial mind-set 
encouraged at CBS combined with the exposure to new ideas relating 
to supply chain sustainability has fostered a mind-set of positive change 
that will continue to grow as the programme progresses in Vancouver and 
then Shenzhen.

The Future of Global SCLM Students

 

The logo of the GLOBAL SCLM programme

The Global Supply Chain and Logistics Management programme em-
powers its students not only within its relevant courses, but also with an 
international network and cultural understanding. It is a stepping stone 
into Supply Chain and Logistics, in addition its teachings prepares the 
students for many other branches of business administration. We have 
reached out to Emilie, a CBS student from Batch III, and asked How has 
participating in GSCLM benefited your professional career? And where 
are you working currently? 

She answered: I currently work at a consultancy called Basico as a Ju-
nior Consultant in their Finance IT services, while pursuing my master’s 
degree in Finance and Accounting at CBS. Although I do not work within 
supply chain or logistics, the programme accelerated my career within 
business analytics and provided me with a very specific and in-demand 
skill set resulting in a significant advantage over my peers in the later job 
search.

As a final remark, Global SCLM is indeed an elite programme that has a 
clear focus on educating the next generation of business administrators 
with an in-demand skill set for solving problems in an ever-changing 
world.
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